
Scenario 1 - Current practice and castration

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 11 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

70 50 90 70 50 90 Highly variable and for many flocks dependent on weather conditions and ability of 
farmers to provide supplementary feed when adverse conditions not expected. Many 
sheep diseases result in low BCS and lack of appetite. Tooth problems also affect 
access to feed. Mineral deficiencies e.g. cobalt also relevant

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

85 70 95 85 70 95 Not all sheep are provided with water even in lowland pastures. Some hill sheep may 
have to travel long distances to access clean water. 

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
80 70 95 80 70 95 Most sheep will have bedding if indoors or access to pasture. Sometimes conditions 

will be wet, cold, windy, or stubble fields with mud. Pain due to other conditions will 
also affect lying comfort. 

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

60 50 80 60 50 80 Young lambs often too cold. Unshorn adults often too hot. 

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 90 80 95 90 80 95

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

70 50 80 70 50 80 Poor or broken teeth, skin conditions due to ectoparasites, lameness, dog attacks. 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

45 30 60 45 30 60 Although some flocks are very well managed, the prevalence of a wide range of 
diseases in UK flocks remains high, with ineffective prevention or treatment. Diseases 
include sheep scab (11%), liver fluke, Fly strike (2%), Johnes disease (5% of 60%, 
approx 3% severely affected), joint ill (2% lambs), parasitic gastroenteritis. Infection 
causes of lameness also relevant here for their wider systemic effects e.g. foot rot 
(5%), CODD (2%), lungworm,  Overall I suggest 20% of sheep may be affected by 
some significant condition at any one time in UK with over 50% affected by some 
condition in a given year -  cumulative and interactive effects also relevant for 
welfare. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

60 45 75 50 40 65 Castration, tail docking, transport and rough handling (sometimes multiple through 
markets). Very hard to know how many sheep currently castrated with each method. 
Perhaps 60% of males. Overall severe negative effects of castration for these animals 
masked by (relatively) short term responses and because of predominance of females 
in uk flock due to early slaughter of males. 

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

75 60 90 75 60 90 Usually social behaviour is possible, lambs are weaned and this can cause distress, 
but weaning is often at an age when lambs and ewes have become relatively 
independent. 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

80 60 90 80 60 90 Very variable according to farming system - some have extensive opportunities, others 
housed in small barren root vegetable fields, or in barns. 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

50 25 75 50 25 75 Sheep often not frequently handled (and when they are it is usually for a procedure 
that is painful or uncomfortable). 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

Scenario 2 - Castration with pain relief

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 11 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

72 50 90 72 50 90 lambs more likely to take colostrum, and keep suckling

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

85 70 95 85 70 95

3 Animals should have comfort when resting. 85 70 95 85 70 95 Slightly improved in young lambs

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

62 50 80 62 50 80 Reduced shock/ stress response will increase ability to thermoregulate

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 90 80 95 90 80 95

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

70 50 80 70 50 80

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

45 30 60 45 30 60

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

63 48 78 63 48 78 Temporary reduction in pain during procedure 

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

76 60 90 76 60 90

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

81 60 90 81 60 90

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

48 25 75 48 25 75
Slight reduction due to increased handling required to administer pain relief. 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

Scenario 3 - No castration

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 11 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

72 55 90 72 55 90

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

85 70 95 85 70 95

3 Animals should have comfort when resting. 87 75 95 87 75 95

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

64 52 80 64 52 80

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 90 80 95 90 80 95

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

68 50 80 68 50 80 could be a very slight increase as ram lambs more boisterous

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

50 35 65 50 35 65 Due to long term interactions between stress, pain and immune function, likely that 
non-castrated animals may be more resistant to some diseases. Reduced direct risk of 
infection due to castration. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

65 50 80 68 55 80 non castrated animals will experienced significant reduction in pain in early life, and 
should be less sensitised to pain when older. 

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

78 65 90 78 65 90

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

83 60 90 83 60 90

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

52 30 75 52 30 75

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.
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